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QUEENSLAND 
The rift between the coalition partners, the Liberal and National parties, and internal strife within the ALP 
worsened considerably in the last six months of 1979. Public attention was directed towards the perfor-
mance of the three parties in two by-elections; towards two controversial pieces of legislation; the fund-rais-
ing activities of the National party and associated 'scandals', and towards the apparent decline in influence 
of the premier, Mr Bjelke-Petersen, both in Cabinet and his own National party. 
By-elections 
By-elections in Gympie, a provincial/rural seat 160 km north of Brisbane, and in Redcliffe, on the northern 
fringe of Brisbane, were made necessary, in the former instance, by the retirement of the minister for 
marine services and tourism, Mr Max Hodges, and for Redcliffe, by the resignation of the speaker of Par-
liament, Mr Jim Houghton. Both were National party incumbents. These two by-elections were scheduled 
for 1 September. 
A win for the National party in Gympie was largely a foregone conclusion. Some interest, however, was 
centred on the likely performance of the first Liberal candidate to contest the seat in 26 years, and whether 
the ALP could improve its performance in a semi-rural seat. 
Redcliffe assumed great importance for all three parties. The National party needed to retain Redcliffe 
to maintain a toehold in the Brisbane metropolitan area, and to recover its electoral stocks which had 
slumped because of its disastrous performance in the last Brisbane by-election held in Sherwood in 1978. 
To this end, the party nominated as its candidate Mr John Houghton, son of the retiring member, thereby 
attempting to retain some of the latter's persondl following. Mr Bjelke-Petersen identified himself closely 
with the campaign, featuring more heavily in National party advertising than did the candidate. Mr Bjelke-
Petersen campaigned strongly on his newly found low-tax crusade, and called for the abolition of payroll 
tax over a three-year period. This put pressure on the treasurer and Liberal leader, Dr Edwards, who 
angrily replied that such a move was impossible in the existing circumstances. However, in Redcliffe at 
least, his low-tax line was apparently not as attractive as the party had hoped. In a transparent move widely 
seen as a panic measure, the premier announced a possible rail link from Redcliffe to Brisbane four days 
before the by-election. While the press regarded the proposal as an election promise, neither the premier, 
nor the relevant National party minister, Mr Tomkins, gave any categorical assurance that the project 
would in fact be implemented. Furthermore, comments by Mr Tornkins implied that the link was condi-
tional on a National party win in Redcliffe. 
The Redcliffe by-election presented the Liberal party with an opportunity to test their more indpendent 
line, vis-a-vis their coalition partner. The Liberal candidate was Mr Terry White, who had come within 400 
votes of topplingpIr Houghton senior in the 1977 state election. The Liberal campaign was based on its call 
to gain the numbers to become senior partner in the coalition, and thus ensure 'responsible democratic 
government'. The coalition squabble (see below) thus became enmeshed in the battle for the seat, 
although Mr White at one point rejected as 'too negative' a speech prepared for him by Liberal party offi-
cials which was highly critical of the premier, the National party and its candidate. 
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A win was of importance to the ALP in order to vindicate the more conservative image of its new 
leader Mr Ed Casey and to boost the morale of a badly strife-torn party. ALP advertising concentrated on 
the party's capacity to provide responsible government, and reminded voters of coalition disunity and 
some of the government's more controversial decisions. Also, it had promised a rail link to Redcliffe as 
part of an overall transport plan well before the setting of the date for the by-election. The party's candidate 
was Mr Rod Lugton who, although leading on first preferences, had failed to gain the seat in 1977. 
Mr Hayden campaigned extensively for the ALP in Recliffe, in strong contrast to the absence of Mr 
Fraser, whose government's recent budget was apparently not seen as a vote-winner by the Queensland 
branch of the Liberal party. 
The results of the Redcliffe by-election engendered some confusion concerning what they proved or 
disproved. Two things seemed clear: the National party suffered a severe rebuff, and the ALP failed to gain 
the support hoped for under Mr Casey. The Liberal party won the seat narrowly, defeating the ALP by 
about 400 votes after the distribution of preferences. The National party vote fell from almost 31 per cent 
in 1977 to just over 19 per cent, despite the candidature of the retired member's son, and the premier's 
heavy involvement. Mr Bjelke-Petersen's dismissal of the loss as 'just one seat' did little to hide his discom-
fort, and that of his party, at the defeat sustained by the National party in its last metropolitan stronghold. 
The ALP could take little heart from the results; not only did it fail to win the seat, it increased its primary 
vote by only 4 per cent, which was hardly a satisfying result in a by-election where the coalition partners 
were constantly at each other's throats. The Liberal party appeared to have won the seat by default, their 
primary vote remaining at the 1977 level, though this outcome did not detract from the boost the win gave 
to Liberal plans to 'get the numbers' at the next state election. The remainder of the primary votes went to 
Australian Democrat and Pensioner party candidates, the latter attracting 4 per cent of the vote, an indica-
tion that it may play an important role in some marginal seats at the next election due in 1980. 
The result of the Gympie by-election was as expected, though the National party vote again dropped by 
12 per cent. Their loss was the gain of the new Liberal candidate, who achieved a creditable 16 per cent. The 
combined National/Liberal vote thus exceeded the 1977 National party vote by 4 per cent, lending support 
to the Liberal party president's often repeated contention that three-cornered contests maximized the 'anti-
socialist vote'. The ALP vote in Gympie rose by only 11/2 per cent, again disappointing the ALP, which was 
pursuing a strategy of attracting rural votes in order to win office. All vote increases in Gympie were at the 
expense of the Progress party, whose vote was halved from 10 per cent in 1977 to 5 per cent in 1979. 
Generalizations based on by-election results are always dangerous with these cases being no exception. 
Perhaps the clearest trend was the rejection by Brisbane voters, yet again, of National party strategy to win 
a base in metropolitan electorates, a rejection which has gathered momentum since the 1977 state election. 
The party's rural base seems firm, however, despite Labor's attempts to woo these voters. This leaves the 
National party at an impasse, once more appearing to be a sectional party, confined to rural and semi-rural 
electorates. Given this result, any future redistribution which approaches the basis of one-vote, one value, 
will be avoided by the party, despite the Liberal party having recently reiterated its redistribution policy 
according to this formula. In time, this matter could again become an issue of serious contention between 
the coalition partners. The future of Mr Bjelke-Petersen is intimately connected with these considerations, 
especially as there are indications that he may already be seen by party officials as the major stumbling 
block to National party success in Brisbane seats. 
The ALP seems to have ruled out any chance of electoral success in the near future with its factional in-
fighting, centred on the stranglehold the conservative right wing of the party has on Labor's machine. The 
most damaging aspect of this is the public spectacle made by the right wing in its attempt to exclude 
Socialist Left and Centre Caucus factions from gaining any positions of power within the party. The 1980 
election, tipped for October provided the power unions do not give the premier the chance to call an early 
election based on an industrial law and order issue, might see the numbers in Parliament returning to 1972 
levels, with the National party maintaining its senior position in the coalition, the ALP gaining slightly in 
urban and provincial seats, and the Liberals making marginal gains at ALP or National party expense, but 
remaining the junior coalition partner. 
The ALP 
Disciplinary charges laid in April against Senator George Georges, Railway Station Officers' Union Secre-
tary Peter Beattie, and BWIU organizer Joe Harris were heard in two sessions by the ALP's disputes com-
mittee. The charges against Beattie, heard in July, resulted in his being suspended for three months. The 
fact that, at the time, he was the only ALP nominee for the federal seat of Ryan, allowed him to appeal at a 
later date to the ALP Federal Executive against this sentence. Charges against the other two were heard in 
September, with Senator Georges being suspended from the party for six months, and Mr Harris being 
expelled. These sentences provoked strong reaction from the Socialist Left and Centre Caucus factions. 
Repeated calls were made for federal intervention over the matter by the Centre Caucus while several 
unions threatened to withdraw their affiliation from the party, and one university senior lecturer, Mr R. 
Forward, resigned from the party in protest. 
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Tensions within the party came to a head when the appeals of each of the men against their sentences 
were dismissed by the state branch. Supporters of the men `gatecrashed' the official party press conference 
called to report the dismissal. When party officials emerged from ALP headquarters, they were booed and 
abused in full view of the assembled media. 
Further internal strife came to light when officials of an ALP branch in Toowoomba called for an 
investigation of its affairs. An investigator was duly dispatched from Brisbane. His report accused certain 
party members of disruption, and highlighted the inability of party officials in these branches to cope in 
debate with 'certain persons', a euphemism which was taken to refer to branch members who belonged to 
the Socialist Left and Centre Caucus. The upshot was that three Toowoomba branches were deregistered, 
and, as a side-effect, Toowoomba Alderman Lindsay Jones and Mrs Norma Jones were charged with dis-
loyalty, and reprimanded by the disputes committee. 
Eventually the Georges-Beattie-Harris affair was partially resolved when appeals to the party's Federal 
Executive resulted in the quashing of the suspensions of Georges and Beattie, and an instruction to the 
Queensland branch to allow Harris speedily to exhaust all avenues of appeal. The first two decisions were 
accpted by the Queensland branch with very bad grace, but the third was not. As a counter-attack by forces 
opposed to the controlling right wing faction, Mr Casey was charged with breach of party rules by a mem-
ber of the Toowong branch. His anti-abortion activities in Parliament, and membership of the Right to Life 
organization, were alleged to be in breach of party rules. The disputes committee, however, summarily dis-
missed the charges. 
The party's electoral fortunes in the Redcliffe and Gympie by-elections did not augur well for its perfor-
mance in the next state election. The party had narrowly failed to win Redcliffe, but any increase in its vote 
could be attributed to the expected swing in any by-election. The Gympie result indicated that Mr Casey 
had failed to attract any significant rural vote. In Parliament, the ALP failed to drive home any of its 
`attacks'. Allegations against Mr Hinze over land rezoning on the Gold Coast (see below) were sustained 
by two Liberal backbenchers while Mr Casey's long touted drug trafficking allegations against government 
members were a dismal failure, stretching even the most ardent ALP supporter's credibility by naming, 
among others, Mr Lickiss, Liberal minister for justice. Overall, the public spectacle of the party's factional 
in-fighting, and the failure of the parliamentary party effectively to sustain any attack on the government, 
despite coalition disunity and the National party's waning influence in the metropolitan area, had reporters 
and commentators reaching yet again for the 'snatching defeat from the jaws of victory' cliche. 
The Coalition 
As already indicated, the coalition suffered severe strains in the last six months of 1979. The main point at 
issue was the Liberal party's decision to run a separate Senate ticket, thus placing at risk one of the National 
party's Senate seats. The issue came to prominence in the first half of the year, and as the rift over it 
widened, so other issues become involved. 
At the National party conference late in July, one of the party's decisions was to attempt to take the rac-
ing portfolio from the Liberal party. This portfolio had traditionally been held by the treasurer, who has, in 
turn, always been the leader of the Liberal party. Dr Edwards had produced a White Paper on racing, con-
taining proposals which, if implemented, would dilute the power of large Brisbane clubs. This resulted in 
calls for his removal by those interests threatened, who also strongly lobbied the National party in order to 
have the portfolio transferred to Mr Hinze, National party minister for main roads and local government. 
Despite these pressures, Dr Edwards and his party stood firm, maintaining that the matter was not negotia-
ble. 
Inter-party wrangling over the separate Senate ticket, however, continued to be at the centre of the dis-
pute. Party officials and leaders indulged in a constant verbal battle over the matter, both before and after 
the by-elections, sometimes indicating a willingness to be conciliatory, but more often exacerbating the 
issue. The Liberal decision on a separate ticket was followed by the National party's deciding in July to run 
their own Senate ticket in retaliation. The decision was accompanied by the party's vigorous championing 
of the low tax cause, following a visit to the Bundaberg conference by Professor Arthur Laffer, self-
appointed guru of the California 'Proposition 13' decision. Professor Laffer found a willing convert in Mr 
Bjelke-Petersen, who set about berating the federal government on its high tax policies before the budget 
was brought down. Never one for half-measures, the premier suggested an immediate cut of 20 per cent in 
personal and private company tax. A reprimand from Mr Anthony, and a curt reminder from Mr Howard 
that the premier himself had the power to cut taxes momentarily'silenced Mr Bjelke-Petersen. 
At the same conference, Mr Anthony entered the Senate ticket debate, charging that the Liberals were 
`boneheads' who were sabotaging the anti-socialist cause by their stubbornness. The Liberals were not 
impressed by this outburst, and despite talk of summit meetings between party leaders and officials to 
resolve the matter, no meetings eventuated. In September, federal Liberal parliamentarians entered the 
fray. In quick succession, Mr J. Killen and and Mr P. Lynch, as well as Mr R. Hunt — all with the support of 
Mr Fraser — attacked the Queensland Liberal party for its stand. Mr Killen attempted unsuccessfully to 
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mobilize grass-roots opinion within the party on the issue by seeking a special party conference devoted to 
it. In pursuit of this objective, Mr Killen clashed with his ministerial colleague, Mr Eric Robinson, a former 
Queensland branch president, who supported the branch's decision to run a separate Senate ticket. 
Relations between the parties reached a further low over the Gold Coast rezoning affair. Two Gold 
Coast Liberal backbenchers, who had entered Parliament after the 1977 state elections, Mr M. White and 
Mr B. Bishop, alleged in Parliament that government decisions could be bought with donations to the 
National party's Bjelke-Petersen Foundation. In particular they attacked the minister responsible for land 
rezoning matters, Mr Hinze, who was then on an overseas trip. The premier accused the two backbenchers 
of `white-anting' the government and the coalition. Mr Hinze, on his return, accused White and Bishop of 
acting in collusion with the opposition. More clashes between the parties occurred over the Essential Ser-
vices Bill, which had been taken from the Liberal minister for industrial relations, Mr F. Campbell, drafted 
in the premier's department, and introduced into Parliament by Mr Hinze; and over the Firearms and 
Offensive Weapons Bill. In both cases, Liberal backbenchers threatened to cross the floor in opposition to 
sections of these bills if the amendments they sought were not incorporated in these pieces of legislation. 
Meanwhile, the premier's strategy to counter the Liberals' separate ticket decision gradually emerged 
late in Setember and early in October. Speculation about the possibility of the premier standing for the 
Senate himself was replaced by the revelation that Mrs Florence Bjelke-Petersen would be nominated in an 
attempt to attract sufficient votes to outpoll the Liberals, and in particular the Liberal party state president, 
Mrs Yvonne McComb who had been placed in second position on the Liberal ticket. This suggestion, 
apparently, was not greeted with unalloyed enthusiasm by National party officials. The move, however, 
followed the outright rejection by the Liberal party and some National party officials of the premier's sug-
gested plan to use a constitutional clause allowing Queensland to be divided into electorates for Senate elec-
tions, in order to ensure the re-election of the two National party senators. 
Mrs Bjelke-Petersen's road to the Senate has been rougher than expected. First, although Queensland 
National party Senator Shiel agreed to stand down for Mrs Bjelke-Petersen, Senator Maunsell did not. 
Then, at a meeting on 20 October, the party deferred selecting the Senate candidates and settling on the 
order on the ticket, despite strong argument by the premier that both decisions be made immediately. This 
strong rebuff for the premier generated a rash of newspaper articles suggesting that, following the Redcliffe 
result, the premier was coming to the end of his electoral usefulness for the National party. The decision 
also brought to public attention the power wielded by Sir Robert Sparkes, National party state president, 
within the party. Two National party documents leaked to the press confirmed the decline in the standing 
of the premier. One gave results of a poll in which significant numbers of people felt the premier's style was 
too 'autocratic'. The other contained opinions that the party needed to improve its image or 'go under'. 
The coalition rift remains at an impasse, with the Liberals seemingly determined and committed to the 
separate Senate ticket, and the National party, though having confirmed Mrs Bjelke-Petersen's can-
didature, still keeping its options open in the hope of a possible reconciliation. 
Within the parties themselves, some problems have emerged, specifically the passing over of Mr M. 
Ahern, government whip and chairman of the successful Parliamentary Select Committee on Education, 
for a ministerial post. Mr I. Gibbs (Albert) and Mr M. Hooper (Townsville West) were elevated to the 
positions of minister for cultural affairs and minister for tourism respectively. Mr L. Hartwig (Callide) 
resigned from several parliamentary committees over the decisions. Dr Edwards has been loath to reshuf-
fle Liberal ministers, despite pressure from the party to remove Mr F. Campbell and Mr C. Porter, both of 
whom have indicated that they will not contest the 1980 election. 
Gold Coast rezoning 
In the latter half of September the potential for a major scandal erupted following accusations by Mr Casey, 
and then by the two Gold Coast Liberal backbenchers, that the rezoning of a parcel of land at Labrador, 
north of Southport, had been bought with a donation of $100,000 to the Bjelke-Petersen Foundation. The 
Liberal members claimed that 'favourable decisions by the Queensland government can be bought'. They 
alleged that the donation from the Bexley Corporation, which wanted to build a shopping complex on the 
site, had ensured the rezoning of the land to the 'retail' category, against the recommendation of the Gold 
Coast City Council. The minister concerned, Mr Hinze, cut two weeks from an overseas trip to return and 
answer the allegations. Details of the rezoning from officers of Mr Hinze's department made clear that the 
rezoning was properly and legally carried out, but did not answer questions regarding the rationale for the 
rezoning. Nor could Cabinet ministers recall the matter being raised in Cabinet, as would have been nor-
mal practice. 
The apparent scandal soon fizzled out, however. Dr Edwards's demand for hard evidence from the two 
backbenchers involved was not met to his satisfaction, and the matter degenerated into a non-event'when 
Mr White and Mr Bishop voted with the government on an opposition censure motion against Mr Hinze. 
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Bjelke-Petersen Foundation 
The Bjelke-Petersen Foundation, a fund set up by the National party to raise $2.5 million for the purchase 
of premises for party offices in provincial towns, became a source of problems for the party's image. Letters 
sent out by Sir Robert Sparkes to businesses and businessmen were so worded as to allow interpretations 
of their meaning as being threatening. Donations to the foundation were termed 'a very essential invest-
ment', a phrase construed by some businessmen to mean that donations would ensure favourable con-
sideration for government contracts. Suspicion increased when the company operating the foundation, 
Compton Associates, revealed that the names of those declining to donate were kept on file, and that 
government ministers had been approaching companies for donations. Complaints were made to Mr 
Fraser and to Mr Howard over the matter. 
All claims of irregularity and corruption in the operation of the fund were vigorously denied both by the 
National party and Compton Associates, and comparisons were made to the raising of funds by the ALP 
for Curtin House. However, the existence of the fund allowed the opposition to level charges of corruption 
against the National party each time apparently questionable decisions were made. This was the case with 
the Bexley Corporation rezoning affair, the awarding of the Port of Brisbane contract to BWWD, and the 
granting of a knighthood to NSW businessman, Sir Justin Hickey, in the Queensland honours list. Despite 
the many allegations regarding the foundation, it had reportedly reached $1.5 million by November. 
Business affairs of Mr Hinze 
Mr Hinze came under attack on several fronts. His five-week overseas trip was condemned by the opposi-
tion, and by sections of the media, as a ministerial junket. The five-week trip, ostensibly to enable him to 
attend a five-day conference on roads in Vienna, incorporated America, the Caribbean and several Euro-
pean countries other than Austria. His trip though was cut short by the Gold Coast land rezoning 'scandal', 
while his handling of this problem was followed by a number of allegations involving his private business 
affairs. The first of these concerned the use he made of his electoral office to accept telephone calls for 
inquiries regarding the sale of a block of Gold Coast units he and his secretary owned. Mr Hinze, though 
not admitting any wrong-doing, had the phone removed from his office. 
Further allegations about his $550,000 loan from the Moscow Narodny Bank, and about doubtful land 
transfers within his family group of companies were made. Mr Hinze at one point asked for the speaker's 
protection in Parliament from the large number of what he regarded as personal attacks and unwarranted 
intrusion into his personal affairs. 
Retirement of speaker 
Mr Jim Houghton retired as speaker of Parliament on 4 July, saying at a press conference that the stan-
dards of behaviour in state Parliament had deteriorated to the level of a `cess-pit'. At the next sitting of Par-
liament, early in August, members seemed determined to prove Mr Houghton right. For four hours 
before a new speaker was elected, government and opposition members indulged in an 'orgy' of 
uncontrolled behaviour — accusations, insults, invective and constant interjections — while the Clerk of 
Parliament strove in vain to impose order. 
Mr Selwyn Muller, National party member for Fassifern, was eventually elected speaker. He quickly 
attracted public attention by first ignoring the efforts of the leader of the opposition, Mr Casey, to congratu-
late him on his election, and then by stating at a press conference soon afterwards that his view of the 
speaker's role was that of 'applying the wishes of the government he represents'. In the face of the ensuing 
outcry, Mr Muller said the next day that he had meant 'Parliament' and not 'government'. However, his 
lack of knowledge of Standing Orders, and unusual rulings in favour of the government — including at one 
point ruling any questions on the highly controversial Essential Services Bill out of order — did little to allay 
suspicion that his original statement stood. 
Legislation 
Two pieces of legislation introduced into Parliament caused considerable controversy. These were the 
Essential Services Bill, new an Act of Parliament, and the Firearms and Offensive Weapons Bill, the sec-
ond reading of which has been deferred indefinitely. 
The former was foreshadowed both by the premier and the minister for industrial relations, Mr 
Campbell, in June. Mr Campbell's initial draft was apparently too soft for the premier, who, with his 
department, took over the task of drafting the Bill in July. However, from the outset the premier had great 
difficulty in convincing Cabinet, and particularly the Liberal ministers, to agree to all of its provisions. By 
early August, he had been defeated in Cabinet three times over the Bill. Some of these provisions at issue 
included loss of driving licence for life for a union member using his car to organize a strike in an essential 
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industry, and the use of strike-breakers. Mr Campbell, in condemning the bill as 'draconian', dissociated 
himself from it. The Liberal leader, Dr Edwards, also expressed doubts about the Bill, committing the 
Liberal party to a more conciliatory approach to industrial relations. 
After a number of amendments, and on its ninth attempt to consider it, the Bill was finally agreed to by 
Cabinet. A 48-hour strike by unions in the power industry in October gave Mr Bjelke- Petersen a heaven-
sent opportunity to toughen up the legislation, and have it rushed through Parliament. The strike was part 
of the power unions' campaign for a 35-hour week, and was called when the employing body, the Queens-
land Electricity Generating Board (QEGB), refused to supply unions with information on the cost to the 
power industry of a 35-hour week. In addition, both the premier and the employing body had said that the 
issue of a 35-hour week was non-negotiable. The disruption to industry and to household consumers occa-
sioned by the strike created an atmosphere in which the premier was able to convince Cabinet and the joint 
parties that the Bill should be passed quickly. This was duly done, and the premier was able to re-insert pro-
visions forbidding rolling strikes and to reduce, from 48 to 24 hours, the period of a strike after which the 
provisions of the Act would be invoked. The power unions responded with another stoppage early in 
December, but despite a number of long Cabinet meetings over the two days of the strike, the premier was 
unable to convince Cabinet to invoke the Act. This was a source of considerable embarrassment to him, 
especially in the light of statements by Liberal ministers that provisions in existing legislation were suffi-
cient to deal with the situation. 
Objections to the Act centre around the powers given to ministers under its provisions. They are 
empowered to declare industries 'essential' as and when they see fit, and have wide-ranging emergency 
powers in a number of other fields. The Act also empowers the government to sell the assets of unionists 
who refuse to pay fines levied under its provisions. 
Implications for civil liberties also became an issue concerning another Bill introduced by the police 
minister, Mr R. Camm. The Firearms and Offensive Weapons Bill, apparently drafted by senior police of-
ficers, was intended to control the sale and use of concealable firearms. In its original draft, it empowered 
police to detain and fingerprint persons suspected of possessing concealable firearms, without arresting the 
suspect. It also gave police the power, without warrant, to enter and search premises suspected of contain-
ing firearms or ammunition. 
A number of barristers objected to the Bill, one calling it `crude' and `poorly thought out', another 
referring to it as conferring `Nazi powers' on police. Though the Bill had been agreed to by the joint parties, 
a threatened revolt by Liberal backbenchers, particularly Messrs Gygar (Stafford) and Innes (Sherwood), 
resulted in the second reading of the Bill being deferred, and not being reintroduced in 1979. 
Local government 
The Brisbane City Council development plan for Anzac Square in the centre of Brisbane was rejected by 
the state government. The Lord Mayor of Brisbane, Alderman F. Sleeman, accused the government of 
wasting ratepayers' money in rejecting the costly submission, which had the support of the RSL, but not of 
several other `conservation' groups. Alderman Sleeman threatened to withdraw cooperation from the 
Brisbane Mall project over the decision. 
The Gold Coast City Council created its own `land scandal' in December, by accepting a $1 million 
donation for its long-deferred cultural centre from a development company, in return for the rezoning of 
land at Bundall, with the developers intending to build a shopping complex on the site. 
Incidentals 
The Iwasaki project at Yeppoon aroused fresh controversy when agents for Mr Iwasaki began to buy land 
outside the original allotment in contravention of an agreement on land purchases they had previously 
reached with the federal government. The federal government in late October responded by halting all 
such land dealings. Spokesmen for Mr Iwasaki claimed that the purchases were necessary to prevent ero-
sion and pollution of the tourist complex site from surrounding farms. At about the same time, pressure on 
Mr Iwasaki from the state government over the lack of progress on the project resulted in the 77 year old 
businessman's announcement that he was taking personal charge of the project, and had shortened the 
time for completion of the first stage from five to three years. However, by late November, the only 
obvious work done on the site consisted of a number of tracks bulldozed through the bush. The leader of 
the opposition, Mr Casey. called for an inquiry into the lack of progress at the site, but this was rejected by 
Mr Bjelke-Petersen, who replied in Parliament that he had complete confidence in Mr Iwasaki. 
The federal and state governments announced the establishment of the first Great Barrier Reef Marine 
Park, on the southern part of the reef, in November. The Queensland government at one point threatened 
to delay agreement for the declaration of the park in protest over the fishing agreement between the federal 
government and Japan which allowed Japanese long-liners to operate in the North Queensland marlin 
waters. 
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Charges were finally laid against sixteen people — real estate agents, solicitors, developers and private 
citizens over the long-standing Russell Island affair, in which buyers from all parts of Australia and over-
seas were sold blocks of land which were undrained swamp and inundated at high tide. A surveyor was 
brought before the Surveyors' Disciplinary Committee, charged with professional misconduct over the 
matter, and fined $500. 
The visit of two Vietnamese trade union officials to Brisbane in August sparked protests at the airport 
by Vietnamese refugees opposing the visit, and led to a violent brawl at the Brisbane Waterside Workers' 
Club. Unionists and Vietnamese hurled abuse, some of it overtly racist, at each other from opposite sides 
of the street, outside the club, which was the venue for the addresses given by the visiting Vietnamese. 
When the two officials emerged from the club and entered a car, the protesting Vietnamese charged across 
the street, and in the ensuing battle, kung-fu sticks and billiard cues were used. Police, who had been 
watching the confrontation from a distance, eventually intervened and arrested eight people. 
The transfer of a teacher from the Hopevale Mission School (in North Queensland) after he had been 
involved in an incident at an aboriginal council meeting sparked a walk-out by the other teachers at the 
school. When the Queensland Teachers' Union sent an official to investigate the problem, he was removed 
from the mission. Teachers in Townsville, Cairns and Charters Towers then staged a series of one-day 
strikes in support of the mission school staff. The main objection of the QTU to the incident was the direct 
intervention of 'outside sources' — a coy reference to the minister for aboriginal and islander advance-
ment, Mr C. Porter — who had requested the department of education to transfer the teacher. 
A 'raid' by CSR Ltd on the Queensland company Thiess Holdings, in a takeover bid (which eventually 
proved to be successful), plus rumours that several other Queensland companies were in danger of being 
taken over by 'southern' companies, led to legislation being passed making such surprise takeovers, and 
`creeping' takeovers, all but impossible. This was a stopgap measure, designed to prevent takeovers of 
Queensland companies while the relevant federal legislation was in preparation. This action led to charges 
that the premier was more amenable to foreign investment in Queensland than to 'southern' activity in the 
state. The Bill, however, attracted support from both the opposition and the union movement. 
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